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Japanese 680 Introduction to Japanese Linguistics  (Winter 2007)

Instructor Minehuru Makayama (nakavama. laiasu.edu)

Time: MW 1:30-3: [ 8pm

Place; JR139

Call #: 121029

Office Hours M & W 12 <1:20 pmoor by appountment (381 Hagerty Hall)

Textbook:  Tsuginmra (2007} Introduction to Japanese Linguistics, Basil Blackwell (2™ edition)
(avaitlable at SBX)

References:  Kuma (1973) The Structure of the Japancse Language , MTT Press.
Jorden and Nodu (1986, 88, 90) Tapanese : The Spoken Language 1-3 . Yale UL Press.
Makmo and Tsotsun ( 1986) A Dhotoniry of Basic Jupancse Granumar. Japan Times.
Makino and Tsutsuil (1993) A Diouonary of Intermedinte Japanese Grammar: Japan Times,
Group Jumuship | 1998) Mihonge Bunke: hiten. Kurosio Publishers:
MeClure (2000) Using Jupunese: A Gude to Contemporary Usage. Cambnidge 1] Press.
Kaiser, [chikowa, Kobayashy, und Yamamote {2001) Japanese: A Comprehensive

Grammar. Routledge.

Course Description;

The wim of this course is twofold, First, the course will expose students to an overview ol Japanese
lungunpe - its history, phoneties, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics, 'The material
covered is intended for those mterested in Japanese language, linguistics, literature, and pedagogy, Second,
the course will instmiet students on argumentation and-sieps for woting a research puper. This will be
ecarmplished prinurily through the instructor assisting each student in writing o ressarch paper. The busic
sleps for eritical argumentation are;

- define the prihlem

- propose 8 hypothesis tor the problem

- substantiate the hypothesls with empideal evidence

- tmake explicit what the hypothesis cannot deal with,

1.8, counterevidence
These four steps are also to be followed for the cluss presentation,

Course Actlvities:
I. Bring questions on the assigned reading.
. Reading and wiiting assipnments. The wntlen assignments are to be done ot your ow.
3. WOW (Why, Oh, Why) Questions. The first step in eritcal argumentilion 15 the defming of the
prablem. This step is often the most difficult. To practice this, you will be asked 1o turn in & question
about something reluled to the Japaness language every week lor the first five weeks. The questions can be
on anything as long as it has a possibility, however, remote of being related to the Japanese
language. Sone appropriate and ingppropriale questions:

Appropriate; Whil 15 the difforence between kara and node ?

Passibly appropriate; Why is thal all the Bomous writers of the Heian period are women'?

Probably not appropriate: Why did Japan s=nd troops to Cambodia?
4. Homeworks, There will be six homework assignmints.
5. Clasd Presentarion & Kesearch Paper. You will write o réséarch papér on 8 lopic consistent with the
course. You need nol limit yoursel lo straightfosward linguistic topie. For example, vou may do a paper
on literury texi{s] as lang as the réseacch involves a critical analysis of languuge. The topic should be
chosen i consultation with the-instructor. The outline und the reference list must be submitted by 2/5
(W). The paper must be typed (double spaced, 10-15 pages). The paper is due on 3/13 (T) Noon (e-mail a
Word file to me or put o hard copy mmy mailbox). You present your preliminary work in class and
incerporate the closs discussion inte your final paper: Provide the handout for vour class presentation.

Fimal Paper
Please inelude the following informaton in your oullme;



a) Title of your paper:

b) What you want to study? Any specific problem‘topic?

¢) Why do you want to study that?

d) Methodology (how 10 solve the problem)

e) Objechves/poals

I} References
General format for the final paper (please use the section and subsection titles)
1. Introduction - state what you ate poing w discuss in the paper, the organization of e paper, conelusion
2. Body - provide a summary of the previous literature, methodology, your analysis
3. Canclusion - concluding remarks including unsolved problems, future research agenda, eic.
4. References

Grade Policy:
WOW QUESTHONS —-—emmmmmemrain g IR T =
Homework s a0,
Class preseniation 10
Research paper 40

A=above 95, A-=95-02, B+=0]-88, B=87-84, B3-=R3-80, C+=79-70, U=75-72, C-=T1-68, D+=67-64,
Dea3-60, E=below 60 (This scale i un example, it 18 subject to change.)

Late sibmission of assipnments - 5% deduction per clase day

Schedule: (subject o minor chansey)

Date Tuipic Assignments Hw due
143 (W1) Intraduction & Phonetic inventory Taujinmra pp, |-20
148 (M2Y Plhonetic Invenlory Taujimtrra pp, 1 -20 Wow
10 (W2)  TPhodolapgy {Vowels, Assimilaliod) Tsujimitra pp.23-50 Phonetics Ex 3,4, 6
1715 (M3)  No class, Martin Luthér King's Day
117 (W3)  Phonology (Rendaku) Tsu)inura pp.50-66 WOW
1722 (M4)  Phonology (Accentuation) Tsujimura pp.66-104 WOow
124 (Wd)  Morpholopy (Cuategory. types) Taujimura pp.114-136  Phonology Ex 2,3,5
1729 (M5} Morphology (Word formation) Tsujimura pp.136-159  WOW
f31(W5)  Morphology { Compoundini) Tsujimura pp.159-198  Phonology Ex 8,911
245 (M) Semantics | Verb tvpes) Teujimurn pp.340-363 Paper Oulline
26 (WT) Semaontics (Ensedaspect] Tsujimura pp 364403 WOW
F12(M7)  Bemantics (pragmatics) Tsujitura pp. 403415  Morphology Ex 2,34
214 (W7)  Langunge Variation (style, Gender differences) Tsujimura pp.428-4432
9 (ME)  Langunge Acquisition Tsujimura pp. 444-474  Semantics Ex 1,2.6
2721 {W8)  Syntax (Phrase structure) Tsujirmura pp.206-224
226{M9)  Syntax (Word erder, Scrambling) Taujimura pp229-234  Symox Ex 1, 3
228 (W) Synrax (Null puaphors, Reflexive) Tsujimura pp.254-269
35 (M10}  Class Presentations
3T IWIG)  Closs Presentations
N MNoon - Paper Diye
W e e

I you need an accommodation bused on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arange an
appointmient as soon ag possible, At the appointment we ¢an discuss the course format, anticipate your
needs and explore putential aecommodations, 1 rely on the Office For Disahility Services for assistance in
vanifymg the need for sccommodations and developing accommodation strategies, If you have not
previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, [ encourage you 1o do so.



